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Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Joseph M. Farley Auditorium 
October 3, 2016 

2:00 PM 
 

 
Members present: 
District 1: Archbishop Oscar Lipscomb 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 2: Gale Main 
District 3: Delores Boyd 
District 4: Morris Savage 
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
District 6: Leah Atkins 
District 7: June Davis 
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
At Large: Leigh Davis 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s Representative 
 
Staff present: 
Tracey Berezansky 
Frank Brown 
Frankie George 
Georgia Ann Hudson 
Steve Murray 
Mary Jo Scott 
Tunisia Thomas 
Steve Wheat 
 
Welcome and call to order:  Chairman George Evans called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. and 
welcomed trustees, staff and guests.   
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Evans confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Honoring Archbishop Oscar H. Lipscomb:  
Certificate of Recognition by Governor Bentley:  Chairman Evans presented Archbishop Lipscomb with a 
certificate of recognition signed by the Governor.  Archbishop Lipscomb gave remarks, thanking 
everyone for this honor. 
 
Resolution of Appreciation:  Mrs. Morrissette presented a resolution to Archbishop Lipscomb on behalf 
of the Board of Trustees, in which they designated him as Trustee Emeritus.  Ed Bridges followed the 
presentation with brief comments. 
 

 
Members absent: 
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 3: Fred Gray 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
At Large: Joel Daves, Vice-Chair 
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Archbishop Lipscomb replied with words of appreciation for his fellow trustees and the staff of the 
Archives. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked everyone for their presentations and then called for a motion to adopt the 
resolution presented to Archbishop Lipscomb from the trustees. 
 
Mr. Butler moved that the resolution of appreciation for Archbishop Oscar H. Lipscomb be adopted.  
Judge Boyd seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Evans then called on Director Steve Murray. 
 
Establishment of Lipscomb Fund:  Mr. Murray announced the formation of the Oscar H. Lipscomb 
Acquisitions Fund, administered by the Friends of the Alabama Archives to support the purchase of 
additions to the Archives’ collections. Donors to the Friends will be made aware of this opportunity to 
support collections improvement while also honoring the service of Archbishop Lipscomb. 
  
Chairman Evans remarked that this is an historic moment for the Archives and that the entire 
Foundation annual meeting was a nice occasion overall.  He then called for a motion to adjourn the 
meeting. 
 
Judge Junkins moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Butler seconded, and the motion was carried 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  
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Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Regions Room 
February 8, 2017 

1:00 PM 
 

 
Members present: 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 2: Gale Main 
District 3: Delores Boyd 
District 4: Morris Savage 
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 6: Leah Atkins 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
District 7: June Davis 
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
At Large: Leigh Davis 
 
Staff present: 
Frank Brown 
Raven Christopher 
Wesley Garmon 
Frankie George 
Georgia Ann Hudson 
Steve Murray 
Calli Patterson 
Mary Jo Scott 
Amanda Shelton 
Tunisia Thomas 
Steve Wheat 
Patricia Wilson 
 
Guests present: 
Tracey Berezansky 
Debbie Pendleton 
 
Welcome and call to order:  Chairman George Evans called the meeting to order at 1:07 p.m. and 
welcomed trustees, staff and guests.   
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Evans confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Adoption of agenda: Chairman Evans called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Butler moved that 
the agenda be adopted.  Mr. Horn seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  

 
Members absent: 
District 3: Fred Gray 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
At Large:  Joel Daves 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s 
                                         Representative 
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Approval of minutes:  The chairman asked if there were any questions about or corrections to 
the minutes of the last two board meetings. Mr. Horn moved that the minutes of the August 10, 
2016, and October 3, 2016, board meetings be approved as written and distributed prior to today’s 
meeting.  Leigh Davis seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Recognition of ADAH Retirees:  Chairman Evans presented resolutions on behalf of the board to recent 
retirees, Tracey Berezansky and Debbie Pendleton, and to Patricia Wilson, who will be retiring at the end 
of February.  Each retiree expressed appreciation to the board for their recognition.  
 
Chairman Evans then called on Steve Murray for the Director’s report. 
 
Director’s Report:  Mr. Murray reported on the following: 
 
Financial Report 
The Fund Status Summary shows a current rollover amount of $537,023 from FY 2016 to FY 2017. 
 
The Archives received a $1.4 million increase in FY 2017 appropriation from the Education Trust Fund 
(ETF) to be used for Bicentennial programming.  About $600,000 of the appropriation was requested for 
a project that may not fully take shape this fiscal year; therefore, the unused amount is expected to be 
added to the current rollover amount of $537,023. 
 
The Generated Revenue Summary shows that the Archives is in good shape, being up by approximately 
$4,000 after a $7,000 increase of revenue in the Records Center Services.   
 
The Income and Expenses sheet, covering FY 2008 – FY 2017, shows where the Archives currently 
commits its entire General Fund appropriation of $1.6 million to rent for the building.  Nearly $649,000 
is used from the Education Trust Fund to cover the remainder of rent.  
 
Bicentennial Programs 
February 15:  Twelve participants of last summer’s professional development program will return to the 
Archives for the Bicentennial teachers’ workshop, where they will be paired with a content specialist to 
host workshops in their respective communities in June and July.  State superintendents will be asked to 
appoint two teachers and an alternate from their districts to participate in the summer workshops.   
 
February 16:  A legislative breakfast will be held to introduce each Bicentennial teacher with the 
legislator in their respective districts.  
 
March 3:  The Bicentennial Commission will hold a press conference on the steps of the State Capitol to 
discuss current fundraising efforts as well as encourage corporate sponsorship. 
 
May 5:  The official kick-off for the Bicentennial will take place in Mobile. 
 
World War I Centennial Committee 
On April 6, 2016, the Committee will commemorate the centennial of American entry into World War I 
in 1917. 
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The statewide centennial committee will meet at the Archives on March 7. Following the meeting, the 
group will tour the traveling World War I exhibit at the State Capitol and then assemble at the state 
house for a presentation of a resolution commemorating the WWI Centennial.  
 
The Daedalus statue will be installed at Maxwell Air Force Base on April 6, 2017.  The Maxwell AFB air 
show will be held on April 8 and 9. 
 
A guide to the WWI centennial commemoration will be produced by the Archives and distributed state-
wide as a reference to how communities can get involved. 
 
Legislation 
The handout, “History by the Numbers,” was created as a step towards creating an annual report of the 
Archives that will communicate important numbers of the agency as well as highlight ADAH programs.  
The handout will be distributed to legislators. 
 
Abandoned Properties – The bill would allow collecting institutions around the state to establish clear 
title to artifacts and records in their collections that are not properly documented. 
 
Alabama Memorial Preservation Act (Monuments Bill) – The bill will prohibit changes to monuments 
located on public property unless an exemption is provided by court order or a newly created state 
committee. The Archives director would appoint a member of the committee.  
 
Museum Division Director Search 
The Archives has received a reasonable pool of applicants for the Museum division director position.  
The Archives administration will begin scheduling interviews once it receives the state register of 
applicants’ scores from the State Personnel Department. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for his report and then called on Frank Brown for the legislative 
report. 
 
Legislative Report:  Mr. Brown reported on the following items: 
 
Legislative Open House 
The Archives held its annual Legislative Open House on Tuesday, February 7, and welcomed 
approximately 25 legislators and their staff.  Attendees were given tours of the digital lab, AMG 
collection, and other departments.  This event allows legislators the opportunity to ask questions and 
build relationships with the Archives staff. 
 
Regular Session  
The Governor opened the session with his State of the State address on February 7.  The Governor will 
most likely call a special session to address the challenges of the Department of Corrections.  Mr. Brown 
and Mr. Murray are closely monitoring the session. 
 
Senate Confirmations 
Names of those elected today to the Districts 1 and 2 seats will be sent to the Senate for confirmation 
during this legislative session.  
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Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Brown for his report and then called on Mary Jo Scott for the Archives 
Division report. 
 
Archives Division Report:  Mrs. Scott reported on the following items:  
 
Reorganization and Office Moves 
There have been several office moves within the agency to better reflect its reorganization makeup.   
 
Electronic Records Project 
The Archives recently received a grant from the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission (NHPRC) to support a three-year Alabama State Electronic Records Project (ASERP) in 
conjunction with the Office of the Governor.  The goal of the project is to facilitate a smooth transition 
of the records to the Archives at the conclusion of Governor Bentley’s administration. 
 
Amanda Shelton, currently a student worker at the Archives, has been hired as an electronic records 
archivist to work with the Governor’s staff in evaluating records creation and management systems.  
Mrs. Shelton, a native of Missouri and former Senate intern, will begin on February 16. 
 
Staff Update 
The Archives also looks to hire two positions within the Reference Section, upon the forthcoming 
departures of reference archivists Patricia Wilson and Norwood Kerr. 
 
Chairman Evans welcomed Mrs. Shelton to the Archives staff and thanked Mrs. Scott for her report.  He 
then called for the Museum Division report. 
 
Museum Division report:  Museum Division staff reported on the following items: 
 
Distance Learning 
Wesley Garmon began his report with the handout, “2016 Year in Review,” which highlights activities 
the Education department coordinated in 2016: 
 
The virtual field trips, conducted in the Archives’ “Studio 1819” reached nearly 3,000 students in 2016.  
The program is open to any school with the necessary technology to connect to the virtual classroom.  
 
The traveling backpack program is a supplemental resource that teachers and parents can use to teach 
Alabama history.  The kits, made up of touchable items and reproduction artifacts covering 80 different 
areas in Alabama history, have reached over 4,300 students.   
 
A total of 572 school tours were given at the Archives to 28,000 students.  The First Alabamians tour, 
which involves hands-on activities, is the most popular tour offered in the fall.  The Alabama Voices 
Gallery is the most popular in the spring.   
 
The online lesson plans attracted over 32,000 hits in 2016, partly due to ADAH’s partnership with 
organizations, such as A+ College Ready. 
Public programs, such as the Food for Thought series as well as book talks, have been successful.  
 
“Sewn Together” Quilt Exhibition 
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Raven Christopher, chief curator at the Archives, reported on the “Sewn Together” quilt exhibition, 
which opened on January 26 at the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA).  The exhibition is a 
collaboration between MMFA and the Archives, with MMFA showcasing contemporary quilts and ADAH, 
historic quilts.  A companion website was created for the exhibition, which runs through April 16. 
(www.sewntogetheralabama.gov)  
 
The Archives is assisting museums across the state with their exhibits:  a) WWI artifacts were loaned to 
the Columbus Museum in Georgia for its upcoming exhibit, “From Flying Aces to Army Boots: WWI and 
the Chattahoochee Valley.” b) Over 4,000 artifacts were loaned to the Florence Indian Mound Museum 
in Florence, AL, for inclusion in their exhibit, “The Art of Adornment.” 
 
Chairman Evans thanked both Mr. Garmon and Ms. Christopher for their reports and then called on 
Steve Wheat for the Administrative Division report. 
 
Administrative Division report:  
   
Volunteer Coordinator Calli Patterson 
Mr. Wheat introduced Calli Patterson, the new volunteer coordinator at the Archives.  Mrs. Patterson, a 
former history teacher and elementary school counselor for the Montgomery County Public School 
system, previously led tours at the Archives as a docent. 
 
Building Improvements 
The building envelope project:  Building exterior cleaned, patched and painted; windows re-caulked; 
roofs will be recoated in the Coley wing and the main building. 
Electrical upgrade project:  Emergency lighting system upgrades on the 3rd floor, 1st floor, and the 
basement of the main building; Extensive survey of building completed by Sherlock, Smith & Adams 
engineering company. 
Basement projects:  Bids are now being accepted to have asbestos on the basement floor abated.  
Ladies’ restroom will be retiled next week.  
 
Nominations Committee Report: 
Mr. Savage reported that the Nominations Committee met on January 27 at the Alabama Power 
Company headquarters in Birmingham.  The Committee voted to nominate Elizabeth Stevens, of Mobile, 
to succeed Archbishop Oscar Lipscomb in the District 1 seat.  Horace Horn was nominated for re-election 
to the District 2 seat. 
 
Mr. Savage moved that Elizabeth Stevens be elected to the District 1 seat, and that Horace Horn be re-
elected to the District 2 seat.  Judge Junkins seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Savage for his report and then proceeded with discussing upcoming 
meeting dates. 
 
 
 
Remaining Meeting Dates in 2017: 

http://www.sewntogetheralabama.gov/
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The remaining meeting dates for 2017 are May 10, August 9, and November 8.  Mr. Murray pointed out 
the possibility of combining the November 8 trustees meeting with the Archives and History 
Foundation’s annual meeting, as was done last year. 
 
Additional items:  Chairman Evans asked if there were any questions, comments, or other items of 
business for the board’s consideration.  
 
Judge Boyd proposed that the Archives staff consider coordinating oral history interviews with 
Archbishop Lipscomb and retired ADAH employees.  Mr. Murray agreed and noted that staff have 
recorded a few oral histories, placing them on hold until they decide on the best way to process them.  
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  
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Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Regions Room 
May 10, 2017 

1:00 PM 
 

 
Members present: 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 1: Elizabeth Stevens 
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 3: Delores Boyd 
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
District 6: Leah Atkins 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
At Large:  Joel Daves 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s Representative 
 
Staff present: 
Frank Brown 
Nancy Dupree 
Frankie George 
John Hardin 
Georgia Ann Hudson 
Roland McDonald 
Steve Murray 
Mark Palmer 
Mary Jo Scott 
Tunisia Thomas 
Steve Wheat 
 
Guests present: 
Tracey Berezansky  
 
Welcome and call to order:  Chairman George Evans called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. and 
welcomed trustees, staff, and guests.   
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Evans confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Adoption of agenda: Chairman Evans called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Daves moved that 
the agenda be adopted.  Judge Boyd seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 

 
Members absent: 
District 2: Gale Main 
District 3: Fred Gray 
District 7: June Davis 
At Large: Leigh Davis 
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Approval of minutes:  Chairman Evans asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the 
minutes of the last board meeting. Mr. Butler moved that the minutes of the February 8, 2017, board 
meeting be approved as written and distributed prior to today’s meeting.  Mr. Daves seconded, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Introduction of Trustee Elizabeth Stevens:  Chairman Evans then called on Mr. Horn to introduce 
Elizabeth Stevens, recently elected to the Board of Trustees to serve in the District 1 seat, previously 
occupied by Archbishop Oscar Lipscomb.  Ms. Stevens, a native of Charleston, South Carolina, is the 
Executive Director of the Downtown Alliance in Mobile. 
 
Recognition of ADAH retiree Mark Palmer:  Chairman Evans presented a certificate of appreciation, on 
behalf of Governor Kay Ivey, and a resolution, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, to Archivist Mark 
Palmer, who will retire on May 31.  Mr. Palmer was instrumental in creating the ADAH website—the 
second state website in Alabama’s state government.  
 
Chairman Evans welcomed Trustee Stevens and thanked Mr. Palmer for his years of service.  He then 
called on Steve Murray for the Director’s report. 
 
Director’s Report:  Mr. Murray reported on the following: 
 
Financial Report 
The Fund Status Summary shows cash on hand of $3,916,438 and a projected rollover amount of 
$582,130 in general operating funds from FY 2017 to FY 2018.  It also shows revenue and expenses 
associated with two NHPRC grants, one being a state programing grant used to provide support for local 
archives across the state, and the other, the Alabama State Electronic Records Project (ASERP) with the 
governor’s office.   
 
The Generated Revenue Summary shows an increase in this quarter’s revenue due to facility usage and 
digitization projects.   
 
 
Bicentennial Programs 
The official public launch of the Bicentennial took place on May 5 in Mobile.  It was attended by Gov. 
Kay Ivey, Congressman Bradley Byrne, and local dignitaries.  Trustee Morrissette provided leadership for 
the arrangements through the Mobile Bicentennial Committee.  Trustees Stevens and Daves were also 
in attendance. 
 
The bicentennial programs map, distributed in the meeting packets, shows activity already in progress in 
all 67 counties.  Programs include traveling exhibits, Alabama Legacy Moments by Alabama Public 
Television (APT), the PastPort project, and regional workshops.  
 
Twelve educators, who will be hosting bicentennial professional development institutes this summer, 
recently returned to the Archives to meet with their content specialists.  A handout detailing each 
institute was distributed.  Letters were sent to every superintendent in the state, with legislators being 
asked to encourage participation in their districts.   
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A traveling exhibit of all six Alabama constitutions is being planned for display in Mobile, Huntsville, and 
Montgomery in 2019.  The documents will undergo conservation in 2018 before being put on display for 
six weeks. 
 
Staff Update 
John Hardin was named the Museum Division Director, effective May 1.  He previously served as the 
Museum Services Coordinator for the Archives, where he assisted small museums and historical 
societies throughout the state. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for his report and then called on Frank Brown for the legislative 
report. 
 
Legislative Report:  Mr. Brown reported on the following items: 
 
Budgets 
The legislature passed both the Education Trust Fund (ETF) and the General Fund (GF) budgets.  ADAH 
will receive level funding in FY18. 
 
Memorial Preservation Act (Monuments Bill)  
The Monuments Bill prohibits the removal, alteration or renaming of monuments, portraits, street 
names, memorial buildings, and architecturally-significant buildings on state, city or county property.  It 
also shifts authority from local to state government. Following changes made during conference 
committee, the ADAH will not have a formal role in administering the act but may submit 
recommendations to appointing authorities for the membership of the new Committee on Alabama 
Monument Protection. 
 
Resolutions commemorating WWI 
A resolution commemorating the 100th anniversary of American entry into the Great War (WWI) was 
presented by the Senate to the WWI Centennial Committee on March 7.  A resolution was also 
presented to Nimrod Frazer, author of “Send the Alabamians,” who fought in the Korean War.  Mr. 
Frazer’s efforts have led to the dedication of two Alabama monuments commemorating the war.   
 
Senate Confirmations 
Mr. Horn and Ms. Stevens were both confirmed unanimously by the Senate.  
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Brown for his report and then called on Mary Jo Scott for the Archives 
Division report. 
 
Archives Division Report:  Mrs. Scott reported on the following items:  
 
Governor’s Records 
Over 130 boxes of paper records from Governor Bentley’s administration have been transferred to the 
Archives since the Governor’s resignation on April 10.  Work continues on a large amount of electronic 
records.  
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Digitization projects 
Digitization of the Alabama legislative acts is now complete, and the focus has now shifted to digitization 
of the World War I records and the Alabama Media Group negatives.  A handout listing the top seven 
digitization priorities was distributed.  
  
Penrose Stout Exhibit at MMFA 
Items from the Penrose Stout collection will be used for an exhibit at the Montgomery Museum of Fine 
Arts entitled “1917-2017: A Century of U.S. Airpower from the Airforce Art Collection.”  The exhibit will 
be held in conjunction with an exhibit at Maxwell Air Force Base and will be on display from July to 
September.  A handout detailing the life of Penrose Vass Stout, a WWI aviator, was distributed.  
 
Staff update 
Roland McDonald, a former student worker, has been hired to work in the Research Department, 
effective June 1.  Mr. McDonald, who began as a junior volunteer at the Archives, recently graduated 
with a degree in history from Auburn University of Montgomery (AUM). 
 
Chairman Evans welcomed Mr. McDonald to the Archives staff and thanked Mrs. Scott for her report.  
He then called on John Hardin for the Museum Division report. 
 
Museum Division report:  Mr. Hardin reported on the following items: 
 
The Museum of Alabama was recently awarded the Historical Museum Award in the “Large Project” 
category by the Alabama Historical Association (AHA). 
 
Museum Services 
The museum services program is designed to assist small museums and historical societies in the 
improvement of their operations.  The Etowah County Heritage Museum, previously assisted by 
museum services, was awarded the Historical Museum Award in the “Small Project” category by AHA.   
 
Archaeological Collections 
1,289 archaeological objects from the Archives collections are being evaluated by archaeologists at 
Redstone Arsenal. The first unit is complete and includes projectile points, mostly from the Archaic 
period, that were made from local materials.  Information gathered from the evaluation will be shared 
on an interactive state database. Participation in the study is without cost to the ADAH.  
 
Symposium:  Alabama’s French Connection 
Alabama’s French Connection symposium is scheduled for June 9-10 and will feature presentations on 
Ft. Toulouse, World War I, the modern-day Mardi Gras, and other topics related to the connections 
between Alabama and France.  Currently, there are 34 registrants, with 100 being the target number.  
 
WWI Traveling Exhibit 
A WWI traveling exhibit, assembled at Auburn University by Dr. Mark Wilson and graphic design 
students, is available for display at small establishments, such as libraries and museums.    The exhibit, 
co-sponsored by ADAH, highlights Alabama’s role in the war.  The current exhibit schedule was 
distributed.   
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Hardin for his report and then called on Steve Wheat for the 
Administrative Division report. 
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Administrative Division report:  Mr. Wheat reported on the following items: 
   
Volunteer Appreciation Week 
Volunteer Appreciation Week was held on April 24-28.  Volunteer coordinator Calli Patterson organized 
a week of activities, which culminated with a volunteer reception on April 28.  Volunteers were given 
certificates of recognition for their years of service to the Archives.  
 
Building Envelope Project 
The building exterior will be cleaned, patched, and painted beginning this summer.   Roof work 
(recoating in the Coley wing and the main building) will also begin at that time.  The cost of this project 
is $1.5 million and is being borne by the Alabama Building Renovation Finance Authority (ABRFA). 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Wheat for his report, and then called on Delores Boyd for the Personnel 
Committee Report. 
 
Personnel Committee Report:  Judge Boyd reported on the following items, regarding the director’s 
annual performance appraisal: 
 
The Personnel Committee recommended that both the director’s job description and evaluation form be 
revised.  The committee also recommended that Mr. Murray’s appraisal date be moved from May to 
September, by which time the status of the state’s budget will be known, and a more informed decision 
regarding any adjustments to the director’s salary may be made. 
 
Judge Boyd moved that the Board accept the Personnel Committee’s recommendations to revise both 
the director’s job description and evaluation form, as well as move the director’s annual appraisal from 
May to September. Mr. Butler seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Judge Boyd for the Personnel Committee report, and then proceeded with new 
business. 
 
New Business: 
 
Resolution honoring Morris Savage 
A resolution was presented in memory of Trustee Morris Savage, who passed away on April 10 after a 
brief illness.  Chairman Evans called for a motion to adopt the resolution.   
 
Dr. Atkins moved that the resolution in memory of Trustee Morris Savage be adopted.  Judge Boyd 
seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Discussion of Board Vacancy and Terms 
The term of the 2nd district seat, filled by Gale Main after the resignation of Charles Stakely in 2016, will 
expire on December 31, 2017.  Mrs. Main will then be eligible for re-election to a six-year term. 
 
There is now a vacancy in the 4th district seat, following the death of Morris Savage.  There will be a 
vacancy in the 3rd district seat, currently occupied by Judge Boyd, at the end of 2017.  Because of the 
redistricting of congressional lines, Judge Boyd now resides in the 7th district, and therefore, will not be 
eligible for re-election to the 3rd district seat.  The trustees will need to identify candidates for the 3rd 
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and 4th districts by the end of 2017.  A handout displaying the current congressional lines was 
distributed. 
 
Discussion of Executive Committee 
The terms of June Davis and Delores Boyd have each expired on the Executive Committee of the Board. 
The board deferred action pending further work by the Nominations Committee. 
 
Horace Horn was appointed as chair of the Nominations Committee, a position previously held by 
Morris Savage until his death. 
 
 
Remaining Meeting Dates in 2017:  The remaining meeting dates for this year are August 9 and 
November 8.   
 
Other Business:  Mr. Murray announced that it is time to replenish the board lunch fund.  Each trustee is 
asked to submit a contribution of $75.00 to the Friends of the Archives. 
 
He also reminded trustees to leave their completed contact forms, which were distributed at the 
beginning of the meeting.   
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 2:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  
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Alabama Department of Archives and History 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

ADAH – Regions Room 
August 9, 2017 

1:00 PM 
 

 
Members present: 
District 1: Vaughan Morrissette 
District 2: Gale Main  
District 2: Horace Horn 
District 3: Delores Boyd 
District 3: Fred Gray  
District 4: Bobby Junkins 
District 5: Julian Butler 
District 5: Lynwood Smith 
District 6: Leah Atkins 
District 6: Gillian Goodrich 
District 7: June Davis  
District 7: George Evans, Chair 
At Large: Leigh Davis 
Ex Officio: Dave White, Governor’s Representative 
 
Staff present: 
Frankie George 
John Hardin 
Georgia Ann Hudson 
Steve Murray 
Mary Jo Scott 
Tunisia Thomas 
Mary Beth Wasden 
Steve Wheat 
 
 
Welcome and call to order:  Chairman George Evans called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m. and 
welcomed trustees and staff. 
 
Declaration of quorum and proper advance notice of meeting:  Chairman Evans confirmed with staff 
that a quorum was present and that the board meeting had been announced in advance and in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
 
Adoption of agenda: Chairman Evans called for a motion to adopt the agenda.  Mr. Butler moved that 
the agenda be adopted.  Judge Boyd seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Approval of minutes:  Chairman Evans asked if there were any questions about or corrections to the 
minutes of the last board meeting. Judge Smith moved that the minutes of the May 10, 2017, board 
meeting be approved as written and distributed prior to today’s meeting.  Judge Junkins seconded, and 
the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  

 
Members absent: 
District 1: Elizabeth Stevens 
At Large:  Joel Daves 
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Chairman Evans then called on Mr. Horn for the Nominations Committee report. 
 
Nominations Committee Report:  Mr. Horn gave the following report: 
 

• Gale Main will be up for re-election to the 2nd district seat when her term expires on     
December 31, 2017.  Mrs. Main filled the unexpired term of Charles Stakely in 2016. 

• There remains a vacancy in the 4th district, following the death of Morris Savage. 

• A redrawing of congressional districts shifted the residency of Judge Boyd from the 3rd district to 
the 7th district, making her ineligible for re-election to the 3rd district seat.  June Davis, who 
serves in the 7th district, will resign from her seat in December.  Judge Boyd will then be eligible 
for election to the 7th district to fill Mrs. Davis’ unexpired term.   

• There will be a vacancy in the 3rd district after Judge Boyd’s term ends on December 31, 2017.  
 
Mr. Horn submitted the Nominations Committee report as a motion, noting that a thorough report will 
be given at the November meeting.  Mr. Butler seconded the motion, and it was carried by unanimous 
voice vote.   
Handouts displaying the current trustee terms as well as the congressional districts were distributed in 
the meeting packets. 
   
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Horn for the Nominations Committee report and then called on Steve 
Murray for the Director’s report. 
 
Director’s Report:  Mr. Murray reported on the following: 
 
Financial Report 
The Fund Status Summary shows a rollover amount of $572,095 for FY18 in the Archives Services Fund.  
A projected balance of $743,750 in department-designated bicentennial funds will carry over into FY 
2018.      
 
The Generated Revenue Summary shows an increase in this quarter’s revenue due to consistent facility 
rentals and Records Center revenue. 
 
Staff Update 
Jerald Crook and Graydon Rust are the two most recent hires to the ADAH staff.  Mr. Crook previously 
held a clerical position at the Archives, while Mr. Rust was a student worker.  Both gentlemen will be 
tasked full time to the Bicentennial office.  An updated staff organizational chart was distributed in the 
meeting packets. 
 
Government Relations Report:  Mr. Murray then reported on the following items: 
 
Committee on Alabama Monument Protection 
The Committee on Alabama Monument Protection was created after the passage of the Memorial 
Preservation Act (Monuments Bill) in the legislature.  The Archives, along with four other historical 
entities, submitted a unified list of recommendations for appointments to the committee.  The members 
will be appointed by September 1, and the first meeting will take place by October 1.   
 
2018 Legislative Election 
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There will be a large turnover in the Statehouse after the 2018 election, due to several veteran 
lawmakers not returning for the next term.  The Archives will seek to build relationships with the new 
members of the legislature.  Trustees will be informed of the freshman class of 2019.  
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for both his report and the Government Relations report.  He then 
called on Mary Jo Scott for the Archives Division report. 
 
Archives Division Report:  Mrs. Scott reported on the following items:  
 
Conservation of State Constitutions and Ordinance of Secession 
A paper conservator from the Northeast Document Conservation Center visited the Archives on July 12-
14 to examine, evaluate, and make recommendations on how best to conserve the six state 
constitutions and the ordinance of secession.  The examiner concluded that the constitutions are in 
overall good condition and, following some repair work, suitable for display in the upcoming 
bicentennial traveling exhibit.  The conservator’s report will inform a request for proposals for the 
implementation phase of the project.  
 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mrs. Scott for her report and then called on John Hardin for the Museum 
Division report. 
 
Museum Division report:  Mr. Hardin reported on the following items: 
 
Public Libraries Summer Programs 
The Education staff conducted sixteen programs this summer at local libraries.  Approximately 1,500 
children participated. 
 
Alabama’s French Connection Symposium 
A total of 120 people registered for the symposium, which was held on June 9-10.  Thirty attendees 
were teachers, who participated for professional development credit.  The symposium reached its 
maximum number of registrants and received positive evaluations from participants.   
 
Textiles Collection 
The cataloging of the approximately 500,000 items in the museum collections began in the 1980s. In the 
past two years, that data has been migrated to a new database which allows for the recording of 
additional information such as precise item location and photographs of the items.  Improving the scope 
and quality of the catalog is an ongoing project. Simultaneously, items in the textiles collection are being 
shifted from boxes to specimen cabinets, bringing to light some fascinating pieces that have not been 
examined in quite a few years. Some of these items will be showcased at the Alabama Archives and 
History Foundation meeting in November. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Hardin for his report and then called on Steve Wheat for the 
Administrative Division report. 
 
Administrative Division report:  Mr. Wheat reported on the following items: 
   
Facilities Improvements 
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Standard Roofing Company has been contracted to clean, prep, prime, and paint the building exterior.  
The roof and gutters of the main building will be recoated.  There will be a partial roof replacement of 
the Coley Wing.  Project completion date is December 2017. 
 
Dixie Electric Plumbing and Air will conduct an emergency lighting and electrical upgrade on the first, 
second, and basement floors of the main building.  Florescent light fixtures in the Coley Wing will be 
replaced with LED fixtures.  Project completion date is estimated is September 2018.   
 
World War I Programs 
The Birmingham Barons and the Montgomery Biscuits will commemorate the World War I centennial by 
hosting WWI-themed baseball games on August 18 and 26, respectively. Archives staff will be on hand 
to distribute information and poppy seeds.  The dedication of the Rainbow Division statue will take place 
on August 28 at the Union Train Station.  Other commemoration activities, which include the display of 
the “Remembering the Great War” travel exhibit, will continue through 2018.  A listing of events was 
distributed in the meeting packets. General Sheryl Gordon, the newly appointed adjutant general of the 
Alabama National Guard, will co-chair the Alabama World War I Centennial Committee with Mr. Murray.  
 
Staff Update 
Mary Beth Wasden, a native of Troy and 2016 graduate of Troy University, was recently hired as the 
department’s first development specialist to work with the Friends and Foundation and to provide 
department communications support. 
 
Chairman Evans welcomed Ms. Wasden and thanked Mr. Wheat for his report.  He then called on Mr. 
Murray for the review of the FY18 Strategic Plan.   
 
Review of FY 18 Strategic Plan: 
Mr. Murray reviewed the FY18 strategic plan, focusing on additions and substantial revisions to the FY17 
plan.  The strategic plan was distributed in the meeting packets. 
 
Chairman Evans commended Mr. Murray on an excellent report, noting that it indicates potential 
progress ahead.  He then called on Judge Boyd for the Personnel Committee report. 
 
Personnel Committee Report & Director’s Performance Evaluation:   
Judge Boyd gave the following report: 
 

• The committee commended the director on a good performance, based on evaluations 
completed by fifteen out of sixteen trustees.  The director received an average score of 25.6 out 
of 28.  Two suggestions for improvement were noted: 

o Prepare for the development of a long-term strategic plan for implementation after the 
conclusion of the bicentennial 

o Increase daily interactions and visibility with staff members 

• The committee recommended a salary increase of 2.5%, which will take him to the top step of 
pay grade 88.  

• The committee suggested that a comprehensive analysis of the pay structure of all agency-
specific classifications/positions be requested of the State Personnel Department, to ensure that 
salaries are in line with regional trends.  The last analysis of this kind was done in 2000. 
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Judge Boyd submitted the Personnel Committee report as a motion.  Mr. Butler seconded, and the 
motion was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman Evans thanked Mr. Murray for his leadership as well as his selection of outstanding staff 
members.  Mr. Murray thanked the trustees for their helpful feedback on his performance. 
 
 
Remaining Meeting Date in 2017:  The next meeting—initially scheduled for Wednesday, November 8--
will take place on Monday, November 6, to coincide with the annual meeting of the Alabama Archives 
and History Foundation.  The Foundation meeting will conclude by noon, after which the trustees 
meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Chairman Evans called for a motion to accept the new meeting date.  Judge Smith moved that the 
meeting be rescheduled for Monday, November 6, to coincide with the annual meeting of the Alabama 
Archives and History Foundation.  Mrs. Main seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Other Business:  Mrs. Main announced that Dr. Ed Bridges, Director Emeritus of the Archives, was 
recently named as interim director of the Montgomery Museum of Fine Arts.   
 
Adjournment:  Chairman Evans called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Butler moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  Leigh Davis seconded, and the motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  The 
meeting adjourned at 2:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________               ______________________________________ 
George Evans, Chair     Steve Murray, Director  
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